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WASHINGTON STATE JOBS¹ 

CLAIM AGAINST A PAYMENT BOND OR RETAINED PERCENTAGE  

Is claimant a Materialman, or 
a Laborer/Subcontractor²  

Is claimant a Materialman, or a 
Laborer/Subcontractor² 

PAYMENT BOND RETAINED PERCENTAGE  

Did Materialman Supply the 
Principal (General) Contractor?  

Did Materialman Supply the 
Principal (General) Contractor?  

Pre-Claim Notice Required: Must give 
notice to principal contractor within 10 days 
after date of first delivery. RCW 39.08.065 

Pre-Claim Notice Required: Must give 
notice to principal contractor.  Notice will 
cover materials 60 days prior to such notice 
as well as all subsequent materials.  RCW 
60.28.015 

Action to Foreclose Lien: Must commence a 
lawsuit within 6-year statute of limitations by (1) 
filing complaint or (2) serving one or more 
defendants with the summons and complaint 
(must file within 90 days from date of Service).  
RCW 4.16.170 

Action to Foreclose Lien: Must 
commence a lawsuit within 4 months after 
filing claim on lien.³  RCW 60.28.030 

³ A claim of lien is not revived by 
the filing of a new notice after 
the 4-month period has expired 
from the date of the initial filing.  
Airefco, Inc. v. Yelm Community 
Schools No. 2, 52 Wn. App. 230, 
234 (1988). 

Filing of Claim of Lien Required: Must 

file claim of lien with public body within 
30 days after completion of the main 
contract and acceptance of the work by 
the public body “final acceptance.” RCW 
39.08.030  

Filing of Claim of Lien Required: Must 

file claim of lien with public body within 
45 days after completion of the main 
contract and acceptance of the work by 
the public body “final acceptance.” RCW 
60.28.011  

MATERIALMAN  MATERIALMAN  
LABORER OR 
SUBCONTRACTOR 

LABORER OR 
SUBCONTRACTOR 

NO YES YES 
NO 

¹  “State Jobs” = state, county, municipality 
(city, town, municipal corporation), state public 
transportation (highways, ferries), water-service 
districts, boards, or any other non-federal jobs 
owned by a public body in the State of 
Washington.   
 
² Washington courts have held that suppliers 
who supply materials to other suppliers are not 
entitled to a lien on the payment bond or 
retainage funds.    
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